INSTITUTIONAL FURNITURE.
1.?THE BEDSTEAD. " The hospital bed is the unit of the hospital." It is, therefore, the first and most important item when the furnishing and general equipment of a sick ward is under consideration, and must be given a front place when treating of institutional requirements. It goes without saying that simplicity of design and construction are the chief essentials which the hospital expert will endeavour to secure, combined with due regard for the comfort of the patient and the practical convenience of those who tend and nurse him. Doctors and nurses naturally have their own individual views as to the special points to be observed in selecting bedsteads for hospital use, and these will depend again upon the nature of the institution, whether hospital, convalescent home, asylum, or whatever it may be, and also upon the funds at disposal, the latter limitation being too often of a somewhat arbitrary nature. There are, however, one or two cardinal points which it is always essential to bear in mind when choosing beds for sick people, and it will be well to enumerate them before treating of any particular designs.
After 
